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ardour into the Budget fight. Perhaps he was a
shade distressed by some of Mr. Lloyd George's
more spirited reflections upon the accidents of
heredity. After all, he bore an ancient name him-
self. But he spoke assiduously in the House of .
Commons and the country through the troubled
months of 1909, denounced the House of Lords,
and praised the social policies on which the money
would be spent. When a Budget League was formed
for campaign purposes, he became its President; and
his utterances on the subject were collected in a
volume pregnantly entitled The People's Rights, in
which the case was argued with appropriate bouquets
for the peers, especially the e backwoods * peers,
"all meditating on their estates on the great ques-
tions of Government, all studying * Ruff's Guide *
and other blue-books, all revolving the problems of
Empire and of Epsom . . .** (Had not the other
Rough Rider across the Atlantic denounced with
equal ardour ** malefactors of great wealth " ?) Such
unkindness from a Churchill evoked corresponding
warmth on the other side, and he became an object
of indiscriminate abuse from those by whom he was
regarded as a deserter of his class and party. The
defence of property is an exciting cause, in which
fine shades are frequently forgotten; and a rich
commentary of defamation accumulated round Mr.
Churchill's past, his military record, and nomencla-
ture. He was a rewarding target, of which Conserva-
tives made full and satisfying use; and their denun-
ciations raised him proportionately in the regard of
Liberals.